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President s report 


T he Program sub-committee has been busy planning 
the excursions and speakers for the 2015 GFNC 
activities program. This is always a careful process, to try 
and cover as many aspects of natural history as possible. 
Birds and plants are well covered through the two sub¬ 
groups of the GFNC, so we have tried to plan activities 
involving other fauna such as mammals, reptiles and 
invertebrates. Other areas of interest include fungi, 
geology, aboriginal history, forest ecology and waterway 
health. We are now contacting various speakers and 
organising excursion leaders. Are you willing to assist as 
an excursion leader? It is better to have as many 
members as possible involved in leading excursions and 
a committee member is always assigned to help out with 
each excursion. Please consider volunteering to fill a 
position as an excursion leader. 


Barry Lingham 

The Ridley Corporation has plans to create a massive 
development at the Moolap Salt Fields. The development 
would destroy the saltmarsh habitat that supports good 
populations of migratory shorebirds. Currently, they are 
involved in secret talks with the State Government in a 
bid to be given exclusive access purchase rights to 289 
ha of Crown land that fronts Portarlington Road. This 
outrageous bid to bypass normal planning processes and 
acquire Government owned land without any other 
community groups or companies having an opportunity to 
put a counter proposal is of major concern. The GFNC 
will put its concerns to the media in an attempt to create 
political pressure to stop the process. Please consider 
contacting your local politicians to let them know your 
concerns over this process. 


Tonight... 

...John Sherwood will talk about “Footprints into our amazing past”. 

At the November meeting... 

... It will be members night and Christmas supper so please bring a little plate of something to share. 



Juvenile Welcome Swallow, walking track off Hurst Rd, 
Anglesea. Oct 2014. Photo: Susan Kruss 


GFNC website 

Any observations (plant, mammal, bird, reptile, invertebrate 
etc.) can be emailed to the GFNC email address or phoned to 
Barry Lingham (5255 4291) so that they can be incorporated 
onto the site. 

GFNC website: httD://www.afnc.ora.au 
e-mail address: info@qfnc.ora.au 


Members are encouraged to arrive early at 
general meetings. 

The room will be open at 7.15 p.m. to allow members to chat to 
other members and visitors. 


GFNC is on Facebook! 

http://www.facebook.com/qeelonqfnc 


The photo on the front cover, by Grace Lewis, is of a 
Striped Marsh Frog, found at Floating Islands Reserve 
during October’s fauna survey. 

The photo on the back cover, by Flelen Schofield, is of a 
’Small Rustyhood’ Pterostylis squamata, found October 
2014, at Bert Boardman Reserve near Steiglitz. 
Observers: Flelen Schofield and Lance Breguet. 

















Mid-week Bird Group excursion: Edward’s Point 

23 October 2014 


A fairly small group of people arrived to attend this outing at 
Edward’s Point Wildlife Reserve. The weather was overcast 
with a light wind and a temperature of about 15° C; but these 
conditions, especially the light winds, were better than forecast. 

After counting about 35 species in the car park, we investigated 
the salt marsh at the end of Swan Parade, a good spot for 
waders. We then walked south along the Two Bays Lookout 
Walk, which makes its way through the coastal scrub 3.5 km to 
Edward’s Point itself. Some of our party decided this was a bit far 
for them and were happy to return from about halfway, back 
along the beach. For part of the way mud flats on the right and 
Port Phillip Bay on the left were observable. 

Bird list compiled by Craig Morley, Angus Hartshorn, Rod 
Lowther, Col Foreman 


Angus Hartshorn 

Three species of cuckoos were heard and seen, and lots of other 
birds were out and about (see below) including an adult Golden 
Whistler without a 'golden' breast (see photo). This bird has been 
seen here for at least the last four years. We also saw many 
echelons of White and Straw-necked Ibis, some mixed with 
Pelicans flying backwards and forwards to Mud Island. 

The point is always quite spectacular, with large numbers of 
cormorants and other sea birds. There were small numbers of 
Sharp-tailed Sandpipers and Red-necked Stints. 

The final group returned to the car park very hungry shortly after 
1.00 p.m. 


Black Swan 

60 

Australian Shelduck 

7 

Grey Teal 

400 

Chestnut Teal 

50 

Little Pied Cormorant 

20 

Great Cormorant 

1 

Little Black Cormorant 

350 

Pied Cormorant 

50 

Australian Pelican 

40 

Eastern Great Egret 

4 

White-faced Heron 

25 

Little Egret 

4 

Australian White Ibis 

500 

Straw-necked Ibis 

800 

Whistling Kite 

2 

Swamp Harrier 

2 

Nankeen Kestrel 

1 

Brown Falcon 

1 

Black-winged Stilt 

4 

Red-capped Plover 

10 

Masked Lapwing 

2 

Common Greenshank 

5 

Red-necked Stint 

6 

Sharp-tailed 

Sandpiper 

7 

Curlew Sandpiper 

1 

Caspian Tern 

4 

Whiskered Tern 

30 

Crested Tern 

10 

Pacific Gull 

3 

Silver Gull 

100 

Spotted Dove 

2 

Rainbow Lorikeet 

2 

Crimson Rosella 

1 

Eastern Rosella 

1 

Horsfield’s Bronze- 
Cuckoo 

1 

Shining Bronze- 
Cuckoo 

3 


Fan-tailed Cuckoo 

3 

White-browed Scrubwren 

6 

Striated Fieldwren 

1 

Brown Thornbill 

12 

Superb Fairy-wren 

30 

Singing Honeyeater 

2 

Spiny-cheeked Honeyeater 

20 

Red Wattlebird 

3 

Little Wattlebird 

2 

White-fronted Chat 

6 

New Holland Honeyeater 

10 

Spotted Pardalote 

1 

Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike 

2 

Grey Shrike-thrush 

2 

Golden Whistler 

4 

Including M with aberrant 
plumage; pale grey/fawn 
breast and full black chin- 
strap and greyish back, call 
like that of Golden Whistler. 

1st reported from same area 
in north of reserve 

31/08/2010 (GBR 2010) as 
an ad in similar plumage. 
Rufous Whistler 

4 

Australian Magpie 

10 

Pied Currawong 

2 

Willie Wagtain 

2 

Grey Fantail 

30 

Little Raven 

2 

Magpie-Lark 

2 

Eastern Yellow Robin 

4 

Eurasian Skylark 

3 

Silvereye 

40 

Welcome Swallow 

30 

Common Blackbird 

5 

Common Starling 

10 

European Goldfinch 

2 

Red-browed Finch 

20 


Aberrant Golden Whistler with 
white plumage, Edward’s Point 
Photo: Craig Morley 



An unexpected visitor 

Susan Kruss 

On Friday 10 October, we were very surprised to find an adult 
Black (Swamp) Wallaby in our backyard in Hamlyn Heights! It was 
uninjured and feeding happily on milk thistles David had pulled out 
the previous day and put on top of a pile of fresh lawn clippings. A 
wildlife carer in Anakie told me it is very dry already in the 
Brisbane Ranges and the wallabies are following the rivers and 
finding their way into the suburbs. We think it may have come 
along the Moorabool River, under the freeway, and along the 
grassy bank to the Ring Road walking track and from there 
through Haines Park and along our street during the night. We 
took photos through the window but left it undisturbed and it 
seemed happy enough pottering around in our yard. We were 
unsure what to do but decided to call Wildlife Rescue. Dave from 
Leopold Wildlife Shelter arrived but he was alone and had only a 
bag to put the animal into but nothing at all to catch it. He chased 
it over several six-foot high fences (we were surprised that it could 
leap up onto the fence, then over the other side) but had no hope 
of catching it. It was last seen, stressed and frightened, on a 
nearby street. Dave said he is being called to at least one of these 
animals each week at the moment. We are thinking if we see one 
again we would just put out some water and leave it to find its own 
way back without disturbing it. 


Black Wallaby, Hamlyn 
Heights 
Photo: David Kruss 



Geelong Naturalist November 2014 1 
























Out and about: Looking closer at our local Clematis 


Valda Dedman 


C lematis, with their starry flowers and feathery seed 
heads, are most attractive plants. You can find them 
flowering from winter to early summer, and they display 
some unusual features. 

Firstly, they are members of the Ranunculaceae family, the 
Little Frogs (Rana, latin=frog), probably named for the 
buttercups, which often grow in marshy places. Clematis 
plants are woody climbers that dislike wetlands and are 
found in forests and woodlands or on basalt escarpments. 

Secondly, they do not have petals. What at first glance 
would appear to be four petals are petaloid sepals, 
sometimes referred to as tepals in the literature. 

Thirdly, they have male and female flowers, on separate 
plants, so you need to look more carefully. The male 
flowers have many stamens, the female ones have many 
styles, usually hairy, with outward-curving stigmas. 
Alternating with the sepals are four staminodes (sterile 
stamens), with long filaments. 

Fourthly, their leaves are divided into several leaflets, the 
number varying with species and helping with identification. 
They are opposite. The petioles are often tendril-like and 
twining. 

Fifthly, they have some very descriptive common names— 
Old Man's Beard, Goat's Beard, Virgin's Bower, Fleadache 
Vine, Skeleton Vine, Traveller's Joy. These derive from the 
fluffy tails on each of the dry brown one-seeded fruits, 
which cluster together into a seed head. The flowers arise 
on long stems from the leaf axils and are pollinated by 
insects and the seed is disseminated by wind. 

There are about 250 species worldwide, seven native to 
Australia and one introduced, seven in Victoria (one 
naturalised), three in the Geelong region. These are 
Clematis aristata, Clematis microphylla and Clematis 
decipiens. 


Clematis aristata R. Br. ex Ker Gawl, Mountain 
Clematis 

When Robert Brown came to describe this species, it had 
already been named by John Bellenden Ker Gawler in 
1817, where it was described and illustrated in Edwards’s 
Botanical Register, with the note that 'the drawing was 
taken at the nursery of Messers Whitley, Brames and Milne 
at Fulham'. This became the type specimen. Seeds were 
probably imported from Australia. 

Australian plants were sought after by keen gardeners, 
sometimes even before they were formally described. 
Coloured illustrations appeared in publications such as 
Edwards’s Botanical Register and Curtis's Botanical 
Magazine. The botanist John Gawler (1764-1842) 
changed his name to Ker Bellenden in 1804, but continued 
to sign his name Bellenden Ker. He edited Edwards's 
Botanical Register from 1817 to 1824 and wrote the plant 
descriptions. Mount Bellenden Ker in Queensland is 
named after him. 

Flowering from July until December, the species is most 
attractive with its masses of creamy white flowers borne on 
short branches in the axils of upper leaves. The flowers are 
2-3cm across and consist of four lanceolate petal-like 
sepals arranged in a star pattern. They enclose numerous 
silky stamens or slender, plumed styles as the flowers are 
usually either male or female. The anthers on the male 
plants have a tapering appendage, which can be clearly 
seen. The styles on the female flowers persist to form 
curved feathery appendages on the tightly clustered fruit. 
There are usually three leaflets per leaf and they are 
narrow but ovate with faintly saw-toothed margins, and 
coming to a point. Clematis ar/sfafa juvenile leaves could 
confuse you. They are simple, purplish, with white or silver 
markings. This species prefers the moist gullies and 
forests: it is common in the Otways, where it can ascend to 
15 metres. Look for it at the Blanket Leaf Reserve. 

Clematis microphylla DC, Small-leaved Clematis 

De Candolle described this species in Paris, probably from 
specimens brought home by the Baudin expedition of 



Clematis microphylla, Edward’s Point Photo: Valda Dedman Clematis aristata, Blanket Leaf Reserve (Otways) Photo: Valda Dedman 
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1800-03. This expedition collected 200 000 specimens, the 
plants being deposited in the collection of the Jardin des Plantes. 
Originally there were 24 scientists, artists and gardeners on 
board, but most of them died long before the ships reached 
Australia; only six finally arrived home. 

This species prefers drier situations. It grows in grassy woodlands 
and on basalt escarpments, and is widespread around Geelong, 
where it was known in the early days of white settlement. Samuel 
Hannaford waxed lyrical in his Sea and Riverside Rambles in 
Victoria (1860): That feathery looking plant which covers yon 
bush, is a Clematis, belonging to the natural order Ranunculacae 
or Crowfoot, and is much deserving of the popular name of "old 
man's beard," as its twin sister in England and Ireland, where the 
field mice pull the feathered awns as soft linings to their nests.’ 
Hannaford was writing of plants growing beside the BanA/on, 'just 
above where the two rivers meet'. He was a bank teller with the 
Bank of Australasia and was transferred to Geelong in the late 
1850s. Clematis microphylla was recorded at Buckley Falls by 
Geoff Carr in his 1987 study, but was not in Williamson's list of 
1906, which appeared in the Geelong Naturalist. It occurs at 
Edwards Point and around Anglesea in sandy coastal areas. It 
often trails over lower vegetation, although it can climb to five 
metres. 

Small-leaf Clematis leaves are divided into nine leaflets and are 
much narrower than those of C. aristata. The male anthers do not 
have an appendage. C. microphylla has been called the Narrow- 
leaf Headache Vine, but its use as a cure was worse than the 
complaint. When fumes from the crushed leaves of clematis were 
inhaled too quickly, the patient's headache became secondary to 
smarting eyes and the sensation of an exploding head. A side 
effect was a skin irritation from crushing the leaves. The tough 
starchy roots of C. microphylla (known as Tarook by the 
Gunditjmana and Tjapwurong peoples) were cooked in baskets 
and kneaded on a small sheet of bark. When uncooked, the 
young roots often taste peppery. 

Clematis decipiens H. Eichler ex. J. Jeanes, Slender 
Clematis 

Eichler and Jeanes revised the genus for the Flora of Australia 
(2007) and at that time a new species was described, clearing up 
some of the discrepancies of several similar species and sub¬ 
species. It was named Clematis decipiens, as Eichler explained: 
'Named from the Latin decipio (to beguile), in reference to the 
cryptic nature of the species, which has often been confused with 
other similar taxa, particularly C. microphylla DC, but also C. 
leptophylla (F.Muell.)'. 


This beguiling or deceptive species had been found at the 
Brisbane Ranges in October 1977 by Ted Errey and Cliff 
Beauglehole, the locality being 'McLeans Highway. E of 
Switchback Road Junction, 6.5 km N of Anakie.' In September 
1966 E.J. Carroll found it at the mouth of the Anakie Gorge, 
'Scrambling over bushes of Hymenanthera. Male flowers.' In 
September 1967 M. Watts collected it at Point Lonsdale. All these 
specimens were lodged with the Herbarium of Victoria and 
subsequently identified by Hans Eichler. At the You Yangs in July 
1986 there was a report of a shrubby variety, but it turned out that 
the plant was scrambling over dead plants. It was 100 metres up 
the track to Flinders Peak from the Turntable. 'Leaves dark green 
above mid green below; flowers with pale green tepals, filaments 
pale green, anthers yellow.' This colourful specimen was 
collected by D.B. Foreman. It is also said to be locally common in 
some coastal areas of the Otways. 

The distinguishing feature of this species is the number of 
leaflets. There are usually 12 to 15 per leaf and they are narrow 
and ovate to lanceolate, usually with a long terminal leaflet. Since 
its local distribution overlaps that of the very similar C. 
microphylla, I would not feel confident identifying it, unless the 
flowers were greenish. 

Clematis have been the subject of many paintings. Fanny Anne 
Charsley used Clematis microphylla (with pea flowers) to 
decorate the cover and title page of The Wild Flowers around 
Melbourne, published in 1867, a book of 13 lithographs, hand 
coloured by herself, based on her watercolours. The book is 
dedicated to Baron von Mueller, for whom she collected and who 
identified all the plants she illustrated. 

References 

Atlas of Living Australia website http://www.ala.org.au 
Australian Plant Names Index (APNI) 
website http://www.anbg.gov.au 

Carr, G. W. (1987) The Vegetation and Management of Buckley 
Falls, on the Barwon River near Geelong, Victoria, Ecological 
Horticulture, Clifton Hill, Vic. 

Hannaford, S. (1860) Sea and Riverside Rambles in Victoria, 
facsim. edn (1981) Warrnambool Institute Press, 
Warrnambool. 

Mayfield, E. (2013) Flora of the Otway Plain & Ranges 2, CSIRO, 
Collingwood, Vic. 

Olsen, P. (2013) Collecting Ladies, CSIRO, Collingwood, Vic. 




Purple Beard orchid Calochilus 
robertsonii 


All photos taken by Susan Kruss on the GFNC excursion to heathland and bush 
areas off Hurst Rd, near Anglesea. 19 October 2014. 
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Floating Islands Reserve, fauna survey 
9-12 October 2014 

All trapping was undertaken in accordance with our DEPI permit 10006519 and WSIAEC permit 27.12 

GPS 54 709984E, 5753460N, alt 140m 


Trevor Pescott 


Location 

The Floating Islands Reserve is an area of public land managed 
by Parks Victoria. It is about 20 km west of Colac, with its 
southern boundary the Princes Highway, and Hawks Nest Road 
its eastern boundary. Freehold farmlands lie to the north and 
west. 

The area consists of a series of rock barriers interspersed with 
flat depressions and valleys— typical ‘stony rises’ country. -The 
vegetation is mainly Manna Gum and Blackwood with some Tree 
Violet and other shrubs over a ground cover of Bracken and 
introduced grasses. We have carried out several fauna surveys 
there over the last few years. 

Weather 

Mainly fine and warm, with a near-full moon each night. 

Elliott traps 

We set a total of 50 small Elliott traps in 5 transects each of 10 
traps. Three transects (El-10, El 1-20, and E21-30) were in the 
north-east corner, close to Hawks Nest Road, while the others 
were on the rocky barrier above a wetland behind the old cottage 
at the south-west corner (E31-40) and at the end of the open flat 
behind the cottage (E41-50). 

The traps were baited with the herbivore mix (peanut butter, 
golden syrup and oatmeal). Dacron filling was used for bedding 
and the traps were enclosed with plastic sheaths to keep them 
dry. The traps were set for three nights, and any trap that caught 
an animal was not reset on the following nights. 

Results 

10/10/14 El 1 Swamp Rat Rattus lutreolus, male, wt. 135g 
El 3 Dusky Antechinus Antechinus swainsonii, 
adult female, wt. 41 g 

E50 Dusky Antechinus, juvenile (not sexed), 
wt. 20g 

11/10/14 E8 Dusky Antechinus, juvenile male, wt. 23g 
El 5 House Mouse Mus musculus (not sexed), 
wt. 15g 

E34 Dusky Antechinus, juvenile male, wt. 24g 

12/10/14 El Dusky Antechinus, juvenile male, wt. 23g 
E10 Swamp Rat, male, wt. 117g 
El 8 Swamp Rat, female, wt. 106g 
E29 Swamp Rat, male, wt. 111g 

Harp trap 

One harp was set in the gully below the truck parking area where 
we had traps on a previous occasion. The gully had shallow 
water where previously it had been damp but lacked surface 
water. The trap was in place for one night on Friday 10/10/14. 

Results 

Gould’s Wattled Bat Chalinolobus gouldii, 1 male 
Chocolate Wattled Bat Chalinolobus morio, 8 female 
Large Forest Bat Vespadelus darlingtoni, 2 male, 4 female 

Camera 

We noticed many ‘bandicoot-like’ diggings in the soil beneath the 
grass at the end of the flat area behind the old cottage. It was not 
obvious to us what animal, or bird, had been responsible for the 
diggings, so one camera was focused on a bait-cage set in the 
grassy area for two nights. 


Results 

Eastern Grey Kangaroo Macropus giganteus, one photograph. 

We were unable to completely remove the grass seed-heads or 
leaf-blades, and this resulted in too many misfires to warrant 
keeping the camera in place for any longer time. 

Incidental searching 

There are many sheets of corrugated roofing iron lying on the 
ground near the old cottage, and these were carefully lifted, then 
replaced after any fauna found there was noted and listed. 

Results 

Eastern Three-lined Skink Bassiana duperreyi, 6 noted, 2 
caught. 

Black Rock Skink Egernia saxatilis, 1 noted. 

Garden Skink Lampropholis guichenoti, 2 noted. 

Bougainville’s Skink Lerista bougainvillii, 2 noted, 1 caught. 
Striped Marsh (Grass) Frog Limnodynastesperonii, 3 noted. 
House Scorpion (Order Scutigeromorpha), several noted. 

(Dung Beetle?), two balls of excreta, about thumb-nail size and 
resembling small wallaby scats, were found under one sheet. 
One was broken open to reveal a relatively large, yellow egg in 
the centre. 

There were several species of ants, centipedes and other 
invertebrates also present. 

Comments 

Dusky Antechinus. The female we caught had a 
conspicuous pouch area with eight nipples, but she was no 
longer lactating. All the others caught were juveniles. Previous 
experience has shown that the females have pouch young in 
July, so the juveniles would be about three months old. 

According to Menkhorst (1995), the young become independent 
at about 13 weeks, or three months, which would suggest the 
juveniles we caught were just independent. 

Large Forest Bat. The four females we caught weighed 
between 7.6 and 8.5g, while the males were 6.6g in weight. 
Females give birth in late November or early December after 
about three months gestation (Menkhorst, 1995). The single 
young is about 30% of the female weight at birth. This would 
suggest the females were about two months pregnant, hence the 
difference in weight between the males and females we caught. 


Dusky Antechinus, Floating Islands Reserve Photo: Grace Lewis 
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Birds noted 


The reserve has great potential for further surveying, despite the 
distance from Geelong (a return trip of about 200km each day). 
But we need to find the location of the tracks through the area— 
at present they are not at all clear—because our surveys so far 
have been at the eastern and southern boundaries, not in the 
centre of the reserve. 



Bougainville’s Skink, Floating Islands Reserve Photo: Grace Lewis 


Mammals/Herps list 


Dusky Antechinus 
Eastern Grey Kangaroo 
Black (Swamp) Wallaby 
Gould’s Wattled Bat 
Chocolate Wattled Bat 
Large Forest Bat 


Swamp Rat 
House Mouse 
Eastern Three-lined Skink 
Black Rock Skink 
Garden Skink 
Bougainville’s Skink 
Striped Marsh (Grass) Frog 



Swamp Rat, Floating Islands Reserve Photo: Tracy Hinton 



Examining a Swamp Rat, Floating Islands Reserve 
Photo: Chrissy Freestone 


White-faced Heron 

White-browed Scrubwren 

Straw-necked Ibis 

Yellow-rumped Thornbill 

Black-shouldered Kite 

Brown Thornbill 

Whistling Kite 

Spotted Pardalote 

Swamp Harrier 

Striated Pardalote 

Wedge-tailed Eagle 

Yellow-faced Honeyeater 

Peregrine Falcon 

White-eared Honeyeater 

Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoo 

Red Wattlebird 

Galah 

New Holland Honeyeater 

Sulphur-crested Cockatoo 

Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike** 

Crimson Rosella 

Grey Shrike-thrush 

Swift Parrot* 

Australian Magpie 

Blue-winged Parrot 

Pied Currawong 

Horsfield’s Bronze-Cuckoo 

Grey Currawong 

Shining Bronze-Cuckoo 

Grey Fantail 

Pallid Cuckoo 

Little Raven 

Fan-tailed Cuckoo 

Silvereye 

Laughing Kookaburra 

Common Blackbird 

Sacred Kingfisher 

Common Starling 

Superb Fairy-wren 

House Sparrow 

European Goldfinch 


*The Swift Parrot was a single bird seen flying over the cottage 
site at about 11.00 a.m. on 11/10/14. 

** There were eight Black-faced Cuckoo-shrikes in a loose flock 
flying over the reserve. 

Thanks 

Again, we thank Parks Victoria for granting us permission to 
undertake the survey at the reserve. Thanks to Frances, 
Graham, Grace, Helen, Janice, Chrissy and Tracey for 
assistance in setting, checking and collecting the traps, and to 
Grace and Chrissy for the bird list. 

Reference: 

Menkhorst, P. W. (1995) Mammals of Victoria, Oxford 
University Press, South Melbourne. 


Next fauna survey 

Gum Flat, Anglesea 
6-9 November 2014 

Although we have visited the area on several previous 
occasions, it is an ideal opportunity to undertake some further 
survey work there particularly in relation to reptiles. We will try 
to find the ‘grey’ Little Whip Snakes that Ade Foster found there 
a few years ago, and which we saw in our studies of the 1970s. 
There should also be an opportunity to undertake some 
bat-trapping as well as camera and Elliott trapping. 

The meeting place is at the first creek crossing on Gum 
Flats Road, a short distance west of Forest Road. 

Thursday 6 November: 10.00 a.m. and 1.00 p.m. to set the 

traps. 

Friday 7, Saturday 8 and Sunday 9 November: Meet at 8.00 
a.m. to check and collect the equipment. 

It may be too hot to do any Elliott trapping—we can decide that 
on Thursday afternoon. 

I have also set a 10.00 a.m. start on Thursday, as well as 
1.00 p.m., for anyone able to assist is the slow process of 
placing drift fences for the funnel traps. 

Refer p. 16 for forthcoming fauna surveys. 
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Butterfly report 


Valda Dedman 


ome really good observations this month. Spotted Jezebels 
at last on the Bellarine Peninsula, with a Meadow Argus at 
the OGNR, Caper Whites passing singly through Geelong, 
Greenish Grass-darts in gardens and an amazing 25 at 
Freshwater Lake, a Small Grass-Yellow at Wurdi Boluc, and in 
the Anglesea heath a Varied Dusky-blue, and three Blotched 
Dusky-blues, as well as a Bright Copper just where you might 
expect it, under a Bursaria spinosa. It is time for the Xenicas, 
then the browns. Bright Coppers are rapid fliers and settle 


frequently. They often occur in colonies, the larvae sheltering 
underground in nests of small black ants during the day and 
feeding on Bursaria leaves at night. 

Observers: 

BL, Barry Lingham; CMo, Craig Morley; DTy, David Tytherleigh; 
GL, Grace Lewis; GP, Graeme Possingham; JN, John Newman; 
JP, Jenny Possingham; LPh, Lorraine Phelan; PKw, Penne 
Kwiat; TFI, Tom Fletcher. 




Greenish Grass-dart 

29/09/14 

Barwon Heads 

1 feeding on flowers in the garden. 

PKw 


19/10/14 

Highton 

2, photographed. 

GP 


21/10/14 

Freshwater Lake 

25 flitting in the vicinity of the track in at about 11 a.m. 

TFI 

Small Grass-yellow 

11/10/14 

Wurdi Boluc 

1 at 3 p.m. 

JN 

Spotted Jezebel 

27/09/14 

Reservoir 

Barwon Heads 

1, middle of day, hovering around foliage of olive tree before settling a few 

PKw 


29/09/14 

Barwon Heads 

metres off ground in outer foliage. Rested approx. 1 hr. 

1, late afternoon, same as previous occasion, but on opposite side of tree 

PK 


12/10/14 

Lake Victoria 

2 photographed flying/ resting along track running alongside pond. 

JN, 

Caper White 

09/10/14 

Highton 

1 flew through backyard in full sunlight at 3.30 p.m. 

DTy, 

CMo 

JN 


18/10/14 

Highton 

1 in front garden of house opposite ours. 

GP, JP 


18/10/14 

South Geelong 

1 at 4.58 p.m. 

JN 


24/10/14 

Railway Station 
Allardyce Track, 

2 

TFI 


25/10/14 

Gum Flat 

Highton 

1, at 1.30 p.m. in bright sunshine. 

JN 

Cabbage White 

30/09/14 

Anglesea, Track 

1 

JN 


01/09/14 

1, O'Donoghues 

Rd 

Fairmont Rd 

2. Also 2 on 02/10. 

CMo 


21/10/14 

Newtown 
Freshwater Lake 

5 at about 11 a.m. 

TFI 


21/10/14 

Woodlands Dve, 

5 

TFI 

Meadow Argus 

04/10/14 

Ocean Grove 
Ocean Grove 

6 

BL 

Australian Painted 

27/09/14 

Nature Reserve 
Barwon Heads 

A few feeding on native daisy bush or sitting in the sun. Also present 28 & 

PKw 

Lady 

29/09/14 

Fairmont Rd 

29/09. 

2 flying/resting in back garden. 

DTy 


30/09/14 

Newtown 

Anglesea, Track 

10+ 

JN 


12/10/14 

1, O'Donoghues 

Rd 

James Cook Dve 

2 

LPh 


19/10/14 

Wandana 

Heights 

Fairmont Rd 

1 

CMo 


21/10/14 

Newtown 
Woodlands Dve, 

1. They stop on a plant for a short time, then swiftly fly off, always due north. 

TFI 


25/10/14 

Ocean Grove 
Highton 

1 feeding on a backyard flower bush. 

JN 
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Yellow Admiral 

27/09/14 

Barwon Heads 

2 in the garden. Feeding or sitting in the sun (mostly on tree trunks) Chasing 
each other. Also observed 28 & 29/09. 

PKw 


30/09/14 

Anglesea, Track 1, 
O'Donoghues Rd 

4+ 

JN 


04/10/14 

Verner St, East 
Geelong 

1 

DTy 

Bright Copper 

30/09/14 

Anglesea, Track 1, 
O'Donoghues Rd 

3, 2 photographed separatedly and saw one other. One at rest under Bursaria 
bush. 

JN 

Varied Dusky-blue 

30/09/14 

Anglesea, Track 1, 
O'Donoghues Rd 

2 in the heath. 

JN 

Blotched Dusky- 
blue 

24/10/14 

Forest Rd, 

Anglesea 

3, attracted to a pea bush. 

TFI 

Common Grass- 
blue 

21/10/14 

Woodlands Dve, 
Ocean Grove 

11 

TFI 


The hazards of urban living (if you’re a iapwing) 


W hat I’ve started to think of as ‘my’ lapwing family has 

hatched their second batch of chicks this year. The first 
batch was early (hatched 14 August compared with 13 September 
in 2013), but they only got one chick successfully down from the 
nest roof, and that chick only survived for five days. This time 
they got three chicks off the roof successfully, and in much faster 
time than the first batch (which had been painful to watch!). 

However, there were four chicks up there on the roof this time. 
While one parent was guarding the first three on the ground, the 
other parent was up on the roof peering down the entrance to one 
of the drainpipes and calling frantically. That particular drainpipe 
had a short horizontal section, so we presume that the chick had 
fallen down and was stuck there and calling. By evening it 
appeared that the parent had given up and both parents were with 
the remaining three chicks over near their favourite overnight 
roosting spot. 


Deborah Evans 

The family has been making very good use of my otherwise rather 
useless expanse of lawn, which can be a bit inconvenient for me 
(especially when trying to garden or back out of my garage) but is 
certainly safer for the chicks than having them running all over the 
road as the 2013 brood seemed to spend a lot of time doing. It 
has the additional advantage that I have been much closer to 
them watching through the window than I could be outside 
(although they do seem to have developed some familiarity with 
the local human residents and rarely swoop us as they do walkers 
with dogs). So I’ve been able to hear the chicks calling (a tiny 
‘peeoo’ sound) as well as listening to the variety of ‘chucks’ and 
other calls that the adults make. 

Sadly the family has become much depleted. What appeared to 
be a much less robust chick didn’t survive its first week and 
another chick disappeared mysteriously before the end of the 
second week. A passerby commented that they’ve had lapwings 
nesting for 17 years a few blocks away and only ever had 4 
survive to adulthood. Will our remaining chick succeed in fledging 
as the single survivor from last year did? Stay tuned! 



Snippets from the past 


Rob Ganly 


Excursion-News Sheet 145 Dec 1977 p. 8 
Bird Count 

On Sunday November 20, teams of bird observers 
covered many areas in the Central Victorian Region on 
the annual "Challenge" Bird Count; although final details 
are not available as yet, several interesting notes are to 
hand. Gordon McCarthy's team covering theAnglesea- 
Bellarine Peninsula-Geelong area logged 136 species, 
including Cockateil (sic), while Trevor Pescott's team 


working the western side of the You Yangs-Durdidwarrah 
-Limeburners Lagoon listed 102 species including a Black 
-backed Magpie that had mated with a female White- 
backed and they had at least one young. Fred Smith 
took over the You Pangs (Yangs) East Flat, while the 
other four or five teams worked out from Melbourne 
Frank Scephens (Stephens) had a great deal of trouble 
finding a Red-whiskered Bulbul in the Melbourne 
Botanical Gardens, T.W.P. 


Geelong Naturalist November 2014 7 



























What’s up 


Dean Hewish 


T his month had a spectacular astronomical event, but it 
was far away. On 18 October, a comet passed by the 
planet Mars in what can only be described as a near miss. 

The comet was an Australian discovery and was named 
Comet C/2013 A1 Siding Spring. Its discoverer was Robert 
NcNaught, who has discovered more than fifty comets, 
including Comet McNaught in 2006, a very spectacular 
sight. 

Early predictions suggested that the comet might collide 
with Mars, but it passed Mars at a distance that was 
approximately one-third of the distance between the Earth 
and the Moon. If it had passed the Earth at that distance, it 
would have been extremely large and bright but debris 
from the comet would likely have destroyed some of our 
satellites. 

NASA currently has three active satellites orbiting Mars. 
India also very recently placed a Mars arbiter. There was 
some concern that they might be damaged by stray 
particles from the comet. As a precaution, NASA’s 
satellites were manoeuvred to be on the opposite side of 


the planet to the comet at its closest approach. The 
strategy was successful and no damage occurred. 

In recorded history, no comet has passed the Earth as 
closely as Comet Siding Spring approached Mars. 

However, there have almost certainly been near misses 
and even impacts in the very distant past. 

NASA’s Mars Rovers, Curiosity and Opportunity, were both 
well placed to observe the passage of the comet. To date 
only preliminary pictures from the Rovers have been 
released, but no doubt more pictures will soon be available. 

The comet is of particular interest because it originated in 
the Oort Cloud in the outermost part of the Solar System, 
well beyond the orbit of Pluto. Such comets have distinctive 
chemical compositions, and the passage of this comet 
gives astronomers a chance to study an example of these 
relatively rare objects. This particular comet has never 
been seen before and this appearance is thought to be its 
first dive into the inner Solar System. Unfortunately, we will 
not get a good view of the comet from Earth as it is already 
receding from us. 



Biennial Hooded Plover Count 

Every 2 years, the coastline of Victoria is surveyed to note 
beach-nesting birds, primarily Hooded Plovers and Pied 
Oystercatchers. 

The event is being held on the weekend of 15th-16th 
November. Many GFNC members and local ‘Hoody 
monitors’ have already volunteered to walk a stretch of 
coastline somewhere between Queenscliff and Lome. 

If you wish to join in the fun, please contact Barry Lingham 
on 0417 115 109 or via info@qfnc.orq.au . 


Flying Duck Orchid Caleanea mayor & dragonfly (sp. unknown). Satin-green Forester moth, Zygaenidae Pollanisus 

Gherang Gherang Bushland Reserve, Gherang. Oct 2014. viridipulverulentus on milkmaids, Firetail Tk, Anglesea. 

Reproduced with kind permission from Dale Appelton. Oct 2014. Photo: John Newman; Moth ID: Marilyn Hewish. 

Photo: Dale Appelton Further reproduction only by permission. 
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West Australian Birding: John Newman 
Bird Group meeting, 16 October 2014 

Dean Hewish 


I n September this year, John Newman and Trevor Lumb 
undertook a two-week birdwatching trip to southern Western 
Australia. Their aim was to see as many of the local endemic bird 
species as possible in the limited time and particularly to catch 
sight of some of the well known 'special' birds from the area. 

They were also interested in seeing those species of birds that 
are not strictly endemic to Western Australia but which do not 
occur in Victoria. 

Climate changes and distance have isolated birds in Western 
Australia from bird populations in the remainder of the continent. 
This has led to evolutionary divergence, and many western birds 
are now recognised as distinct species. Some have considerably 
different plumage and habits from their eastern relatives. 

Because of the limited time available, John and Trevor confined 
their search to the area south of Perth and to the west of 
Cheynes beach, east of Albany. Unfortunately, the weather 
turned considerably for the worse during their stay but this did 
not discourage them from searching for birds. 

During the rather hectic trip, they were able to obtain sightings of 
all of the recognised endemic species in the area except one. 
Considering the short time and the bad weather, this was a very 
impressive effort. Some of the bird species seen had only 
recently been officially recognised as being unique to Western 
Australia. For instance, the Swan River Honeyeater is now a 
recognised species but is closely related to the White-naped 
Honeyeater in the east of the continent. Similarly, the Western 
Fieldwren has been split from the eastern Rufous Fieldwren. 
There are also several named western sub-species of eastern 
birds. 

The introduced Laughing Dove and Mute Swan can only be seen 
in the wild in Western Australia, and John was keen to see those 
as well. Their only sighting of the Laughing Dove was in the car 
park of the car hire premises. 

The Wandoo woodlands in the wheat belt are the only remaining 
woodland reserves in that part of the state and were a productive 
area for dry-woodland birds. John thought that the environment 
reminded him of the You Yangs. 

Identifying the different species of endemic Fairy-wrens was 
challenging, but John and Trevor managed to see all of the 
species. John was very impressed by the colours of the Western 
Rosellas, which are brighter than those of the eastern species. 
The Western Yellow Robin turned out to be hard to find but was 
eventually seen. 


There are two species of Black-Cockatoos in south Western 
Australia. Agricultural practices have degraded the habitats for 
these birds and they are currently threatened. John and Trevor 
managed to see both species. 

The most notoriously difficult birds to see in the region around 
Albany are the Noisy Scrub-bird, the Western Whipbird and the 
Western Bristlebird. These live in dense coastal heath and very 
rarely show themselves. All three species can be found in the 
same limited region of the coast to the east of Albany but the 
Western Whipbird's range extends north to the Stirling Ranges. 
Fortunately for John and Trevor, there had been recent sightings 
of Western Whipbirds in a particular car park in the Stirling 
Ranges. There, they were lucky to get brief but good views of 
this elusive species. 

Cheynes Beach east of Albany is well known for Western 
Whipbirds, Noisy Scrub-birds and Western Bristlebirds. John and 
Trevor camped at Cheynes Beach for several days. They were 
lucky to see the Noisy Scrub-bird and even capture a very brief 
video of it running across a track. Western Bristlebirds were 
abundant and were heard, sometimes at very close range, but 
remained in the foliage and were not seen. John and Trevor 
returned to Cheynes Beach toward the end of their trip but the 
Bristlebirds again stayed out of sight even though they were 
sometimes heard within a metre of the birdwatchers. 

Several other species were seen in the Albany district, including 
the White-breasted Robin and Western Wattlebird. The Red¬ 
winged Fairy-wren was another highlight. On the beach near the 
town of Albany, John and Trevor found a flock of Rock Parrots. 
These birds also occur in South Australia but are more easily 
seen in south Western Australia. Western Fieldwrens were seen 
in the Albany area. Western Corellas occur more commonly 
inland from the coast, and John and Trevor only managed to see 
one individual. Red-eared Firetails were seen near Pemberton in 
the tall timber country to the west of Albany. The final birding 
location for the trip was approximately 100 km north of Perth, 
where the only free-living Australian population of Mute Swans 
occurs. 

John and Trevor were very satisfied with their visit to south 
Western Australia, and their tally of bird species was impressive 
for such a short birding trip, especially considering the bad 
weather. Missing the Western Bristlebird was the only 
disappointment, but it takes an extremely lucky or patient 
birdwatcher to see that species. 

Overall, John gave an interesting and often amusing summary of 
a productive bird watching effort. Trevor had intended to present 
part of the talk but family matters forced him to miss the meeting. 



Helena Gum moth, Bungal State Forest. 26 Oct 2014. Observers, Helen Schofield, Lance Breguet. Photo: Helen Schofield 
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Geelong’s gum trees: Swamp Mallet 


Trevor Pescott 


O n the way back from checking a small set of tiles I have 
near Lees Bridge at Balliang recently, I found a large 
branch of a gum tree, part of a farm windbreak, that had fallen 
across the fence onto the side of the road. It was still attached to 
the trunk and flowering profusely. The opportunity to take 
photographs of the buds and flowers was irresistible even though 
I already had some pictures of this species. 

It was a Swamp Mallet, Eucalyptus spathulata ssp spathulata. It 
is not a native to eastern Australia, but it has been planted 
extensively around the Geelong district, particularly along some 
of the roadsides where tree planting was undertaken many years 
ago, before there was any thought of using indigenous trees. (I’m 
not sure that has changed much even though we now know the 
values of indigenous flora, and the hazards of using non-native 
species.) Perhaps its common name has had an impact on its 
popularity—seasonally-waterlogged roadsides are an ideal place 
to use a tree with the credentials of spathulata. 

According to Flora of Australia it ‘occurs mainly from near 
Wongan Hills to the Ravensthorpe area, W.A., in low-lying areas 
including near seasonal lakes and depressions ... Useful as a 
small tree for street planting, highway screening and 
windbreaks.’ 

It often forms thickets, a characteristic noted in some of the 
highway and roadside plantings, such as those west of 



Swamp Mallet ssp spathulata, Balliang. Photo: Trevor Pescott 


Inverleigh, where there has been extensive regeneration from 
fallen seed. 

The Swamp Mallet grows to about 10 m tall with smooth, but not 
glossy, bark and often a very short ‘sock’ of rough bark at the 
base of the trunk. The dull-green leaves are very narrow—5 mm 
or less in width—and about 75 mm long. Buds occur in groups of 
6 or 7, each on a short pedicel, with a longer slightly-flattened 
peduncle. The bud-cap, or opercula, is a slender ‘finger-stall’ 
about 11 mm long, but only 3 mm wide at the base. It often 
becomes orange, even scarlet, before being shed to reveal the 
creamy-white flower. The seed capsules are about 6 mm wide, 6 
mm long and the 3-4 valves are exerted as a single point or 
‘beak’. 

There is a second subspecies of the Swamp Mallet, Eucalyptus 
spathulata ssp grandiflora, that I haven’t seen yet in the Geelong 
region. It differs from ssp spathulata by growing to about 4.5 m 
tall, often with a Mallee-type shape. The leaves are 5-10 mm 
wide, and the seed capsules (fruit) are larger, up to 9 mm wide 
and 12 mm long, with 1-2 ribs along the side. 

Reference 

Chippendale, G. M. (1988) Flora of Australia, Vol. 19 Myrtaceae: 

Eucalyptus, Angophora, Australian Government Publishing 

Service, Canberra. 



Swamp Mallet ssp spathulata, Balliang. Photo: Trevor Pescott 


Surf Coast Energy Group (SCEG) Forum: ‘Growth! Is Bigger Better?’ 
Sunday 16 November, 2.00 p.m. 

Quicksilver auditorium, 27 Baines Crescent, Torquay 

MC: Rod Quantock 


As we move through 2014 an extra million people are added to 
the planet every fourteen and a halfdays. Yet, here in Australia 
we’re used to hearing politicians: particularly those in cabinet who 
have the role of Treasurer wax lyrical about the benefits of 
growth. But what if there is a downside?; a really big downside. 
The SCEG forum ‘Growth! Is Bigger Better?’ has assembled a 
prestigious line-up of guest speakers to talk about the big issues 
of the 21®' century. Emeritus Professor Ian Lowe will challenge us 
to think about Ecological Economics as the 21 century pathway 
for economic development without physical growth. Speaking of 
growth, let’s talk about soaring carbon emissions and climate 
change. Professor David Karoly, a lead author with the IPCC will 
reflect on the latest science regarding anthropogenic climate 
change with reference to coal extraction on our Surf Coast; and 


Geoff Carr, senior botanist with Ecology Australia and with 
many years of field experience in the Geelong and Surf Coast 
area will talk about the relentless and tragic growth of extinction 
rates in nature here and globally. This will be followed by Q and A 
for the candidates from the South Barwon electorate. 

Doors open at 1.00 p.m. for those wishing to be inspired by our 
local native wildlife from paintings produced by highly respected 
Surf Coast artist Mark Trinham. More displays will complement 
Mark’s work in the foyer! Seating is limited so arrive early to avoid 
disappointment. 
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Fauna report 


Trevor Pescott 


Y augher burns...the wonderful patch of heathy woodland that 
in the past I’ve called Caspers-Yaugher, along with several 
other areas near Forrest Cemetery, on both sides of Centre Road 
and along the Tiger' Rail Trail near Birregura, were burnt over the 
last weekend of October. 

This was part of the DEPI 'prescribed burning' program. It seems 
the area has been targeted to get the pre-determined percentage 
of the region burnt under current State Government requirements. 
Since it is not in the Great Otway National Park, and 'just' part of 
the Otway Forest Park, it seems likely there will be fewer 
objections from conservationists. 

Sadly, the areas burnt contained good populations of Long-nosed 
Potoroos, Agile Antechinuses, Short-beaked Echidnas and 


Common Ringtail Possums, as well as nesting Rufous 
Bristlebirds, and a host of other fauna. 


Guy Dutson raises an interesting question - are Eastern Snake¬ 
necked Turtles indigenous to Serendip Sanctuary? Some may 
argue that the population are not native to this part of Victoria at 
all, but are the product of escaped pets. There is little doubt that 
some at Serendip Sanctuary have been released there. But they 
now breed there, as evidenced by Gordon McCarthy’s discovery 
of a disturbed nest near the same hide a few months ago. It 
should be remembered that the lake and associated wetlands at 
Serendip are man-made, and not a naturally occurring wetland. 


Mammals 


Long-nosed Bandicoot 

1 

08/10/14 

Bald Hill, Yaugher, photographed on a Pix Controller camera. 

GFNC 

Common Ringtail Possum 

1 

17/10/14 

Yaugher, peeping over the spout of our cottage at night. 

TP 


1 

24/10/14 

Found dead in a garden in Exeter Grove, Belmont, ‘a couple of weeks 
ago.’. 

Per PP 

Eastern Grey Kangaroo 

60+ 


Wurdi Boluc Reservoir. The kangaroos were hopping at full speed beside 
the reservoir heading east, in a long line. There were large adult males 
and a wide range of smaller and younger animals. What had “spooked” 
them was not clear, but it was enough to send them into an apparent 
frenzy. 

TP 

Black Wallaby 

1 

25/10/14 

Beside the road into West Barwon Reservoir. 

PP 

Grey-headed Flying-fox 

1 

08/10/14 

Belmont, flew overhead as 1 admired the total eclipse of the moon! 

TP 

Lesser Long-eared Bat 

1 

25/10/14 

Caught at Yaugher, a female. 

TP 

Large Forest Bat 

2 

25/10/14 

Two males, caught at Yaugher. 

TP 

Southern Forest Bat 

2 

25/10/14 

Caught at Yaugher, two males. 

TP 

Little Forest Bat 

1 

23/10/14 

Harp-trapped under the River Red Gums beside the Barwon River just 
upstream of the Lower Breakwater, Reedy Lake. A female. 

GL, TP 

House Mouse 

1 

16/10/14 

Found under a tile. Old Melbourne Road. It is the first we have found 
there although we have found grass nests possibly made by mice. 

TP 

Bottlenose Dolphin 

10 

30/08/14 

In the ocean just east of Torquay. 

GD 


Reptiles and Amphibians (Herps) 


Marbled Gecko 

1 

08/10/14 

Belmont, a tiny individual found dead. 

TP 

Tree Dragon (Jacky Lizard) 

1 

26/08/14 

Found at the Barwon Heads primary school. 

GD 

Eastern Three-lined Skink 

1 

23/10/14 

Ocean Grove Nature Reserve, under a tile. 

GL, TP 

Black Rock Skink 

1 

18/10/14 

Stony Rises, beside Lake Corangamite north of Pomborneit. 

TP 

Corangamite Water Skink 


18/10/14 

Many were seen among the boulders beside Lake Corangamite, north 
of Pomborneit, in the Stony Rises. 

TP 

Eastern Bluetongue Lizard 

1 

04/10/14 

Marshall, has set up residence in a horse stud stables, seen most 
days. (Alyssa Lewis) 

per GL 


5 

16/10/14 

Under tiles along Old Melbourne Road. 

TP 

Lowland Copperhead Snake 

2 

26/08/14 

Reedy Lake, beside Moolap Station Road. 

GD 


1 

16/10/14 

Beside the Old Chapel Track, off Hurst Road, Anglesea, sunning itself. 
'It was pretty relaxed so we stood and observed it for several 
minutes.' (With Maria Lewis) 

GL 
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Reptiles & Amphibians (Herps) (cont’d) 


Eastern Tiger Snake 

2 

18/10/14 

Beside Lake Corangamite, north of Pomborneit. One was a huge 
specimen. 

TP 


1 

22/10/14 

On the Barwon River path, Newtown; it moved off the track into 
adjacent undergrowth; early evening. 

CF 

Eastern Snake-necked Turtle 

36 

22/10/14 

Serendip Sanctuary, counted from the Ti-Tree hide. 

GD 

Common Froglet 


26/08/14 

Many calling from beside Reedy Lake. 

GD 



18/10/14 

A few calling from a wetland caused by a freshwater spring on the 
edge of Lake Corangamite, north of Pomborneit in the Stony Rises. 

TP 

Southern Brown Tree Frog 


26/08/14 

Many calling from beside Reedy Lake. 

GD 

Pobblebonk 

2 

26/08/14 

Calling from near the Thirteenth Beach SLSC. 

GD 



29/08/14 

Calling from the Barwon Heads golf course pond. 

GD 


1 

30/08/14 

Calling from the Torquay golf course pond. 

GD 


3 

22/10/14 

Serendip Sanctuary, heard calling. 

GD 

Striped Marsh Frog 

10+ 

26/08/14 

Heard calling, Reedy Lake. 

GD 


1 

26/08/14 

Calling from a small dam beside Belcher’s Lane, Connewarre. 

GD 

Spotted Marsh Frog 


26/08/14 

Several heard calling, Reedy Lake. 

GD 


1 

23/10/14 

Found under a tile. Ocean Grove Nature Reserve. 

GL, TP 


Observers: CF, Chrissy Freestone; GD, Guy Dutson; GFNC, Geelong Field Naturalists Club cameras; GL, Grace Lewis; PP, 
Priscilla Pescott; TP, Trevor Pescott. 


Heather Gibbs Memorial Art Prize 


The Heather Gibbs Memorial Art Prize was created in memory of 
Heather Gibbs, a bird lover, researcher, photographer and 
environmentalist. Over 100 entries for the prize, including 
photographs, paintings and works on paper depicting birds, have 
been on exhibit at the Art Is studio and gallery in Geelong during 
October. Trevor Pescott was the judge for the prizes. 

GFNC members contributed many of the works on display, and 
the level of expertise was greatly appreciated by all who visited 
the gallery. 


The winners in the several categories were: 

First Prize for Overall Excellence - Neil Hickman for his 
photograph 'Banded Stilt Feeding' 

First Prize, Photography - Susan Kruss, 'Golden-headed 
Cisticola' 

First Prize, Painting - Carol Gorenko, 'What a Joker' 

First Prize, Works on Paper - Kris Peter, 'Waiting for Freedom'. 

Congratulations to the prize winners, and sincere thanks to Jan 
Synot for arranging the competition and making her gallery 
available for the exhibition. 






Rufuous Bristlebird, Pt Addis. Oct 2014 Photo: Susan Kruss 


Eastern Yellow Robin, Hurst Rd, Anglesea. Oct 2014 

Photo: David Cook 
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Bird observations 
September-October 2014 


S pring has well and truly arrived as reflected in this month’s 
bird records. Many migrant birds are now firmly established in 
their local spring-summer locations, some for breeding while some 
arrive from the north having finished breeding in the northern 
summer. 

Lake Lome in Drysdale continues to provide haven for many duck 
species, an important refuge when larger inland water bodies dry 
out. Similarly Reedy Lake in Moolap provides excellent wetland 
habitat and current conditions are very conducive to seeing 
Magpie Geese, Brolgas, ibis. Whiskered Terns and many other 
wetland birds. The closely related Lake Connewarre system which 
includes Hospital Swamp is also home to many wetland species 
including the currently scarce Black-tailed Native Hen. 

The rocky platform on the coast near Black Rock, known as Blue 
Rocks, is again providing refuge for Pacific Golden Plovers and 
Ruddy Turnstones among other species. The numbers of these 
have steadily grown from the initial season’s record. Similarly the 


John Newman and Craig Morley 

sandy Barwon River Estuary at Barwon Heads is providing 
essential roosting and feeding habitat for Bar-tailed Godwits and 
Eastern Curlews. Parrot and cockatoo species are well 
represented this period with late season Swift Parrots still 
encountered at Ocean Grove. 

The arrival of spring-summer migrants from our north including 
Rufous Whistler (records too numerous to mention). Sacred 
Kingfisher and Olive-backed Oriole is highlighted this month with 
numerous widespread records of each of these species. The very 
conspicuous advertisement calls make identifying these species 
easier once their unique calls are known. It is also worth making 
mention of the numerous and widespread records (not listed in 
detail) of Pallid and Fan-tailed Cuckoos along with Horsfield’s and 
Shining Bronze-Cuckoos. Breeding occurs in our moderate 
southern spring-summer and many records of these and other 
woodland species suggest breeding is already underway. 

Breeding Red-capped Robins at Long Forest is a noteworthy 
record after a hiatus of some years. 


Bird Species 

No. 

Date 

Location 

Comment 

Obs code 

Magpie Goose 

26 

25/09/14 

Moolap 

Moolap Stn Rd. Flock picking over mown grass area, walking N into the 
next paddock. 1 flew in from Reedy Lake direction. 

BL 

Freckled Duck 

8 

11/10/14 

Drysdale 

Lake Lome. 

CMo, DTy 


8 

11/10/14 

Drysdale 

McLeods Holes. 

CMo, DTy 


105 

21/08/14 

Ocean Grove 

Begola Wetlands. 

GD 


58 

21/08/14 

Ocean Grove 

Blue Waters Lake. 

GD 


160 

30/08/14 

Ocean Grove 

Begola Wetlands. 

GD 

Pink-eared Duck 

4 

12/10/14 

Drysdale 

Lake Lome. 

CMo, JN, 

DTy 

Australasian Shoveler 

4 

12/10/14 

Drysdale 

Lake Lome. 

CMo, JN, 

DTy 


2 

03/09/14 

Otway Ranges 

Barwon Downs. M and F. Farm dam to E. Obs found nest of sp in adj 
paddock many yrs ago. 

TP 

Hardhead 

30 

11/10/14 

Drysdale 

Lake Lome. 

CMo, DTy 

Blue-billed Duck 

60 

11/10/14 

Drysdale 

Lake Lome. 

CMo, DTy 

Australasian Grebe 

2 

11/10/14 

Drysdale 

Lake Lome. 

CMo, DTy 

Hoary-headed Grebe 

40 

11/10/14 

Drysdale 

Lake Lome. 

CMo, DTy 

Brush Bronzewing 

1+ 

11/10/14 

You Yangs 

Drysdale Rd. Several calling. 

SDa 

Tawny Frog mouth 

1 

21/10/14 

Newtown 

Barwon River. Downstream of Queens Pk bridge. Fledgling perched on 
branch nr nest. No parents seen. 

JN 


3 

22/09/14 

Waurn Ponds 

Deakin University. 2 ads with recently hatched nestling. Used same nest 
for at least 3 yrs. Earlier breeding in 2014; in 2013 hatched in late Oct. 

CFr 

Australian Owlet- 

1 

19/10/14 

Inverleigh 

Inverleigh Common. Off Teesdale Rd. 'Swooped' over obs walking along 

HSc, LBr 

nightjar 




tk. 


Fairy Prion 

1 

15/10/14 

Jan Juc 

Beachcast. 

per LPh 

White-necked Heron 

6 

06/10/14 

Pirron Yallock 

Princes Hwy/Swan Marsh-Stonyford Rd cnr. Loose flock flying across rd. 

CMo 


5 

25/09/14 

St Albans Pk 

Coppards Rd. S end. Feeding in shallow swamp. Unusual to see this 
many together. 

BL 

Cattle Egret 

4 

12/10/14 

Clifton Springs 

Portarlington Rd. 

CMo, JN, 

DTy 


4 

08/10/14 

Marshall 

Barwon Heads Rd/Reserve Rd cnr. Foraging among cattle. No egrets 
present 2 hours later, cattle still present. 

CMo 


21 

12/10/14 

Wensleydale 

Nobles Rd/Wormbete Stn Rd cnr. Feeding with cattle. 

CMo, JN, 

DTy 

Glossy Ibis 

16 

12/10/14 

Reedy Lake 

Woods Rd. 

CMo, JN, 

DTy 

White-bellied Sea- 

1 

12/10/14 

Pt Henry 

Stingaree Bay. Imm (general fawn colour with white tail), flying low over 

JN, CMo, 

Eagle 




Stingaree Bay to WNW. 

DTy 


1 

29/09/14 

Pt Impossible 

Closely observed from the water, in flight. 

per CFr 

Black Kite 

1 

12/10/14 

Mt Duneed 

Princes Fwy. 6.45 a.m. Sp regularly recorded in area in recent wks by 

CMo, JN, 





one of observers. Also 19/10/14; 7.15 a.m. 

DTy; JN 

Collared Sparrowhawk 

2 

11/10/14 

Eastern Pk 

F calling to M in nesting area used in previous seasons. 

CMo, DTy 

Brolga 

2 

14/10/14 

Lake Connewarre 

Tait Pt. Flying OH; SE to NW. 11.30 a.m. 

TFI 


1 

01/10/14 

Pt Henry 

Pt Henry Rd. S of Alcoa. Flying low OH from N heading S over salt pans 
towards Reedy Lake in dusk light. 

DTy 


3 

28/08/14 

Reedy Lake 


GD 


2 

18/10/14 

Reedy Lake 

Woods Rd. M and F flew in from W; 7.39 p.m., sunset 7.37 p.m. 

CMo, Dty 
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Bird Species 

No. 

Date 

Location 

Comment 

Obs code 

Lewin's Rail 

2 

16/09/14 

Swan Bay 

Duck Island. At least 2 hd. 

OBP 

Spotless Crake 

3 

28/08/14 

Reedy Lake 


GD 

Black-tailed 

Native-hen 

1 

03/10/14 

Hospital Swamp 

Hospital Swamps Rd. Also 06/10/14. 

PKw 


1 

13/10/14 

Hospital Swamp 

Hospital Swamps Rd. Also 06/10, 13/10. 

PKw, TFI 

Sooty Oystercatcher 

1 

12/10/14 

Pt Impossible 

Feeding in shallow pool within rocks at ck mouth. Many people 
about. 

CMo, JN, DTy 

Banded Stilt 

765 

21/09/14 

Moolap Saltworks 

Pump-house. Large gathering with 665 Red-necked Avocets resting 
and feeding on adj salt pan. Water level of ponds dropping. 

DTy, JN 


350e 

29/09/14 

Moolap Saltworks 

Pump-house. Tight flock roosting in pond to W. Also 60e Red-necked 
Avocets feeding across pond. Ponds rapidly drying out. 

BL 

Pacific Golden Plover 

4 

19/09/14 

Black Rock 

1st record of sp for area. Early. 

AHn 


9 

04/10/14 

Black Rock 

In varying degrees of remnant breeding plumage. Rock platform Blue 
Rocks/Thirteenth Beach area. 

JN 


9 

06/10/14 

Black Rock 

Blue Rocks/Thirteenth Beach area. 

PKw 


19 

15/10/14 

Black Rock 

Blue Rocks/Thirteenth Beach area. 

GGt 

Red-kneed Dotterel 

4 

3/10/14 

Avalon Beach 

On an island in main pond behind shacks. Ad with 3 small chicks. 

RLw 


6 

29/09/14 

Hospital Swamp 

Hospital Swamps Rd. 

PKw 


8 

12/10/14 

Hospital Swamp 

Hospital Swamps Rd. 

CMo, JN, DTy 


1 

22/09/14 

Lake Merrimu 

Rarely recorded here; not on bird list for lake in Birds of the Long 
Forest, 1889-2005 (published 2006). 

GHo BLMe 

Latham's Snipe 

6 

08/10/14 

Belmont Common 

Jerringot. 1st record of return of sp to this regular site. 

BOI 


15 

28/08/14 

Ocean Grove 

Begola Wetlands 

GD 


1 

18/09/14 

Reedy Lake 

Woods Rd. Flew across open water at dusk. 

CMo, DTy 

Bar-tailed Godwit 

51 

12/10/14 

Barwon Heads 

Barwon River Estuary. 

JN, CMo, DTy 

Eastern Curlew 

10 

19/09/14 

Barwon Heads 

Barwon River Estuary. On sand flats. Low tide. 

AHn 


12 

12/10/14 

Barwon Heads 

Barwon River Estuary. 

JN, CMo, DTy 

Common Sandpiper 

1 

12/10/14 

Pt Impossible 

Thompson Ck estuary. 

JN, CMo, DTy 

Ruddy Turnstone 

1 

06/10/14 

Black Rock 

Blue Rocks/Thirteenth Beach area. 

PKw 


1 

06/10/14 

Pt Roadknight 


GGt 

Red Knot 

1 

04/10/14 

Black Rock 

Rock platform, Blue Rocks/Thirteenth Beach area. Lean bird with 9 
Pacific Golden Plovers. 

JN 

Fairy Tern 

2 

16/09/14 

Swan Bay 

Duck Island. 

OBP 

Whiskered Tern 

100 

16/10/14 

Hospital Swamp 


GD 


100 

12/10/14 

Reedy Lake 

Woods Rd. At least 100 loafing on muddy margins. 

CMo, JN, DTy 


100+ 

30/09/14 

St Albans Park 

Coppards Rd. To W. Large flock fluttering over wetland. 

BL 


lOOe 

12/09/14 

Swan Bay 

Lakers Cutting. Flock appeared, fed briefly and then moved on. 
Largest gathering of sp at location for obs and 1st record of sp at 
location for this Spring season. 

HP 

Crested Tern 

130 

01/10/14 

Apollo Bay 

Pt Grey. Loafing on rock platform. 

CMo, EM 

Yellow-tailed Black- 
Cockatoo 

4 

12/10/14 

Anglesea Heath 

Breakfast Ck. 

CMo, JN, DTy 


8 

12/10/14 

Mt Moriac 

Cape Otway Rd. Perched together in tree over rd. 6.45 a.m. 

CMo, JN, DTy 


8 

18/10/14 

Reedy Lake 

Woods Rd. Flock flying W at sunset. 

CMo, DTy 

Gang-gang Cockatoo 

3 

05/10/14 

Anglesea Heath 

Gum Flats Rd. Small flock calling loudly, M flew to decent sized 
hollow and Galah stuck its head out. Gang-gangs and Galah flew off 
to perch nearby. Galah returned to hollow after 10 min and sat in 
opening uttering continuous soft calls. 

JN 

Australian King- 

4 

01/10/14 

Otway Ranges 

Barwon Downs. Feeding on grassy road verge, inci 1 ad M. 

CMo, EM 

Swift Parrot 

3 

09/10/14 

Ocean Grove 

Woodlands Estate. Flying E tree-top level, calling; a.m. 

TFI 

Blue-winged Parrot 

12 

03/09/14 

Swan Bay 

Murray Rd. Feeding in Shrubby Glasswort. Also 2 on 21/08, 7 on 
26/08, 1 on 27/08, 8 on 04/09, 3 on 07/09, 1 on 09/09, nil on 

13/09/. 

HP 

Pallid Cuckoo 

1 

27/09/14 

Anglesea 

Forest Rd nr Portreath Rd cnr. Calling. 

JN 


1 

12/10/14 

Brisbane Ranges 

Steiglitz Courthouse. 

CMo, JN, DTy 


1 

20/09/14 

Gherang 

Gherang Bushland Reserve. 

JN 


1 

21/09/14 

Inverleigh 

Inverleigh Common. 

JN, DTy 


1 

30/09/14 

Newtown 

Fairmont Rd. Briefly perched, and several times gave frog-like 
'krookyer' calls, in huge gum tree. 

CMo 


2 

26/09/14 

Wurdiboluc/ 

Gherang 

Gherang Rd. On fencelines ~2 km apart; 5.00 a.m. 1st for season. 

JN 

Southern Boobook 

1 

27/09/14 

Highton 

N Valley Rd. Hd calling; 11.00 a.m. First time for long period. 

LCI 


1+ 

28/09/14 

Highton 

N Valley Rd. Calling on and off 7.00-11.00 p.m. Also hd calling e.g. 
3.00 a.m., 4.00 a.m. over previous few days. Appeared to be moving 
about, sometimes close, sometimes distant. 

VWD 

Sacred Kingfisher 

1 

12/10/14 

Anglesea 

Harvey St. Calling from powerlines. 

CMo, JN, DTy 


1 

12/10/14 

Brisbane Ranges 

Stony Ck PG. 

CMo, JN, DTy 


2 

19/10/14 

gherang 

Prices Rd. 1 on OH wires. Carrying food; 8.45 a.m. Also 2nd ~1 km 
along rd. Also on OH wires. 1st records of sp at location for obs for 

JN 





spring. 



2 

20/10/14 

Waurn Ponds 

Deakin University. Ad calling. Rarely seen in this area by observer. 

CFr 


2 

12/10/14 

You Yangs 

Hovells Ck. In stunning plumage. 

CMo, JN, DTy 

Rainbow Bee-eater 

7 

12/10/14 

You Yangs 

Hovells Ck. Newly returned with glowing plumage. Possibly returned 
today or over-night. Sp not recorded by experienced observer who 
visited site on 11/10/14. 

CMo, JN, DTy 
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Bird Species 

No. 

Date 

Location 

Comment 

Obs code 

Brown Treecreeper 

4 

12/10/14 

You Yangs 

Hovells Ck. At least 1 observed repeatedly entering hollow in dead 
River Red Gum. 

CMo, JN, DTy 

Satin Bowerbird 

1 

01/10/14 

Otway Ranges 

Forrest. Green bird flew across rd. 

CMo, EM 

Rufous Bristlebird 

2 

12/10/14 

Anglesea Heath 

Breakfast Ck. Hd downstream. 

CMo, JN, DTy 


1 

22/09/14 

Pt Addis 


SKr 

Spotted Pardalote 

1 

22109114 

Long Forest 

Long Point Tk. Yellow-rumped ssp 

GHo BLMe 

Yellow-faced 

12 

12/10/14 

Pt Addis 

In small flocks 3-5, flying down to Pt, some perching briefly, then 

CMo, JN, DTy 

Honeyeater 




flying off. General W direction. 


Spiny-cheeked 

1 

05/10/14 

Hamlyn Heights 

Lily St. Feeding in flowering Yellow Gum; chased off by Red 

GL 

Honeyeater 




Wattlebird. 


Black-chinned 

2 

12/10/14 

You Yangs 

Hovells Ck. 

CMo, JN, DTy 

Honeyeater 

Olive-backed Oriole 

1 

27/09/14 

Anglesea 

Forest Rd nr Portreath Rd cnr. Calling loudly; 5.00 p.m. 

JN 


1 

12/10/14 

Anglesea Heath 

Breakfast Ck. 

CMo, JN, DTy 


1 

12/10/14 

Brisbane Ranges 

Steiglitz Courthouse. 

CMo, JN, DTy 


1 

20/09/14 

Gherang 

Gherang Bushland Reserve 

JN 


2 

04/10/14 

Wensleydale 

Gum Flats Rd. 2 separate birds seen in adj woodland. 

JN 

White-browed 

60 

19/10/14 

Newtown 

Fairmont Rd. Flock of at least 50 moving rapidly to NW very high 

CMo 

Woodswallow 




OH. Also some ahead of main bunch and a few stragglers. Warm N 
wind dropped in previous 30 min, replaced by cooler SE sea- 
breeze. Main flock 'shadowed' by circling Peregrine Falcon. 


Rufous Fantail 

1 

11/10/14 

You Yangs 

Drysdale Rd. Ad calling from top tree; Sugar Gum plantation. 

SDa 

Restless Flycatcher 

1 

12/10/14 

Hospital Swamp 

Hospital Swamps Rd. 

CMo, JN, DTy 


2 

22/08/14 

Maude 

Steiglitz Rd/Russell Bridge Rd Cnr. Small woodland patch 1 km SE. 

GD 


1 

12/10/14 

Newtown 

Nr Queens Pk Bridge. Ad. Sp rarely seen in area by obs. 

SQ 

White-winged Chough 

8+ 

13/10/14 

Serendip 

With small dependent yg on ground. Also another pr feeding 
nestlings. 

GMc 


6 

05/10/14 

You Yangs 

Stockyards area. 600 m to S. Birds vigorously digging into grassy 
soil. Mainly feeding on worms and cockchafer grubs. 

BL 


8 

12/10/14 

You Yangs 

Hovells Ck. IncI 1 on nest along W Plantation boundary. 

CMo, JN, DTy 

Jacky Winter 

3 

22/08/14 

Maude 

Steiglitz Rd/Russell Bridge Rd Cnr. Small woodland patch 1 km SE. 

GD 


2 

12/10/14 

You Yangs 

Hovells Ck. 

CMo, JN, DTy 

Red-capped Robin 

3 

22/09/14 

Long Forest 

Long PtTk. Breeding: M fed nestling, F on nest. 

GHo BLMe 

Australian Reed-Warbler 

2 

16/09/14 

Newtown 

Calling loudly from reeds along Barwon River. 1st record of sp for 
season for obs. 

JN 


8 

28/08/14 

Reedy Lake 

In 2.5 hr walk. 

GD 

Little Grassbird 

2 

19/10/14 

Reedy Lake 

Moolap Stn Rd. Ads frequently carrying food (larvae, small 
dragonflies) from reed beds to patch of lignum. 

DTy 

Silvereye 

5 

12/10/14 

Pt Addis 

Small flock, flying along coast got to pt and doubled-back to NW. 

CMo, JN, DTy 

Bassian Thrush 

1+ 

05/10/14 

Anglesea Heath 

Gum Flats Rd. In wetter sections to N of rd. 

JN 

Mistletoebird 

1 

12/10/14 

Brisbane Ranges 

Steiglitz Courthouse. 

CMo, JN, DTy 


Observers: AHn, Angus Hartshorn; BL, Barry Lingham; BOI, 
Ben Oliver; CFr, Chrissy Freestone; CMo, Craig Morley; DTy, 
David Tytherleigh; EM, Elizabeth Macpherson; GD, Guy Dutson; 
GGt, Geoff Gates; GHo BLMe, Graeme Hosken, Birdlife 
Melbourne; GL, Grace Lewis; GMc, Gordon McCarthy; HP, Hugo 
Phillipps; HSc, Helen Schofield; JN, John Newman; LBr, Lance 


Breguet; LCI, Lynne Clarke; LPh, Lorraine Phelan; OBP, OBP 
Surveys; PKw, Penne Kwiat; RLw, Rod Lowther; SDa, Steve 
Davidson; SKr, Susan Kruss; SQ, Stuart Quick; TFI, Tom 
Fletcher; TP, Trevor Pescott; VWD, Valda Dedman 


This photo taken by David Tytherleigh on 20 September, shows mixed waders: Banded Stilts and Red-necked Avocets. They were 
there again on 21 September when both David and John Newman visited the area and counted the birds through a scope using a 
hand counter. 

Within a week the birds were mostly gone due to the drying out of the ponds. This area is crown land and planned for development 
which GFNC is opposing. It is a rich wader area for both local and international birds. 
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Mid-week Bird Excursion 
Bannockburn Common 
Thursday 27 November 2014 
Leader: Kay Campbell 

Come and enjoy the Spring birds of the Bannockburn 
Common in a varied habitat of bush, cleared bush, dams 
and plantations along various easy-walking tracks. 

Meet: 9.00 a.m. Inside the main entrance of the 
Common off the south side of the Bannockburn-Teesdale 
Road. 

Bring: Binoculars, morning tea, other personal items 
Enquiries: Kay 5243 3311 


Plant Group meeting 
Tuesday 11 November 
8.00 p.m. 

Geelong Botanic Gardens Meeting Rooms 

This meeting will focus on the plants seen during the October 
GFNC excursion to the Anglesea area. We have had the 
opportunity to see a marvellous display of orchids and other 
flowers. We will confirm the identification of each species by 
checking photos against our reference books. 

As we improve our abilities, we will undertake botanical surveys 
of sites, using photographs to record and identify species. 

Come along to share your photos, appreciate the photos from 
other members and improve your botanical knowledge. The 
meetings are informative and fun. 


Forthcoming Fauna Surveys 

Brisbane Ranges 
11-14 December 2014 

Our surveys in summer will focus on reptiles and bats, to avoid 
the hot weather when Elliott traps can be a hazard for small 
mammals. 

Because of the uncertainty of where we will set the harp 
traps - this will depend on where there is water and hence 
insects - the meeting place will be outside the Anakie store. 

Thursday 11 December: 1.00 p.m. outside the Anakie store. 

Friday 12 to Sunday 14 December: 8.00 a.m. outside the 
Anakie store. 

February 2015 

Date and location to be determined 


Mailing roster 

November: Jan Venters 
December: Chrissy Freestone 


GFNC Excursion 
Brisbane Ranges/Steigiitz 
Sunday 16 November 2014 

Leaders: Grace Lewis, Dean Hewish and Marilyn Hewish 

The birds in the Brisbane Ranges will be active and late spring 
wild flowers should be abundant. 

Meet: 9.30 a.m. at the old Steiglitz Courthouse car park on 
the left of the Meredith road at the western end of the town, 
before the main road crosses the creek. 

We will walk south on the short track that runs parallel to the 
creek. This is often a good area for birds. We can also explore 
the northern side of the township, which sometimes produces 
good bird watching. We will continue to the Bert Boardman 
Reserve for morning tea. This area is often a good spot for native 
orchids and birds. From there we will travel along the 
Durdidwarrah road to check out waterbirds at the reservoir, 
continuing to Stony Creek picnic ground for lunch and a walk for 
those who have the time, finishing around 2.30-3.00 p.m. 

Bring: binoculars, camera and spotting scope if you have 
one, also a hat, sturdy boots and sunscreen. Also bring morning 
tea, snacks and lunch. A chair might be useful. If the weather in 
likely to be damp, bring wet weather gear. Insect repellent might 
be useful. 

Contact: Dean Hewish 0409 231 755 


Bird Group meeting 
Thursday 20 November 2014 
8.00 p.m. 

Geelong Botanic Gardens Meeting Rooms 
Geoff Gates—Photographing Birds 


Challenge Bird Counts (CBCs) 

GFNC, in association with BirdLife Australia, is organising 
two CBCs this year 

These bird-filled days are always enjoyable and a great 
opportunity to learn more about the birds and birding spots of 
the Geelong region. 

Brisbane Ranges/You Yangs 
Saturday 29 November 2014 

Meet at Steiglitz Courthouse; Leader: Craig Morley 

Bellarine Peninsula 
Sunday 7 December 2014 

Meet at Pt Addis car park; Leader: Barry Lingham 

Starting time 6.00 a.m. on each day until 7.00 p.m. Please join 
in for all or part of at least one day. It’s great fun. 

Please contact Barry and Craig (details inside back cover) to 
confirm your availability. 
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GFNC COMMITTEE 2014-2015 

President 

Barry Lingham 

5255 4291 

lingham@tpg.com.au 

Vice-President 

Vacant 

— 

— 

Immediate Past President 

Bruce Lindsay 

0439 035 277 

brucelindsay@aapt.net.au 

Secretary 

Tracey Flinton 

5243 9973 

Tracey.Flinton@gmail.com 

Treasurer 

Deborah Evans 

5243 8687 

deborah.evans@deakinprime.com 

Minute Secretary 

Rod Lowther 

5247 1537 

rlowther@ncable.net.au 

Committee Member 

Dean Flewish 

0409 231 755 

myibook@iprimus.com.au 

“ “ 

David Boyle 

5250 1039 

davidboyle48@gmail.com 

(( (( 

Grace Lewis 

0438 046 363 

g.e.lewis@hotmail.com 


Graham Possingham 

5243 6997 

g.possingham@gmail.com 

SPECIAL INTEREST GROUP CONVENERS and OTHER CLUB POSITIONS 

Bird Group 

Craig Morley 

5221 4604 

craigmorley5@bigpond .com 

Conservation Group 

Bruce Lindsay 

5223 2394 

brucelindsay@aapt.net.au 

Editor 

Chrissy Freestone 

0417 379 033 

chrissy.freestone@deakin.edu.au 

Sub-editor 

Deborah Evans 

5243 8687 

deborah.evans@deakinprime.com 

Geelong Bird Report 

Craig Morley 

5221 4604 

craigmorley5@bigpond .com 

Jerringot Group 

Bela Bard-Brucker 

5243 7072 

bbardbrucker@gmail.com 

Librarian 

Lorraine Phelan 

5243 0636 

lphelan@bigpond.com.au 

Fauna Survey Group 

Trevor Pescott 

5243 4368 

ppescott@optusnet.com.au 

Web-master 

Dean Flewish 

0409 231 755 

myibook@iprimus.com.au 

Eco Book Group 

Lorraine Phelan 

5243 0636 

lphelan@bigpond.com.au 

General Meeting Minutes 

Vacant 

— 

— 

Mid-week Bird Group Excursion 
Convenor 

1 

Lynne Clarke 

0439 390 801 

alynneclarke@gmail.com 

Cadets 

Jeff Dagg 

0419 551 847 

gfncadets@gmail.com 


Coming events 


NOVEMBER 2014 

4 General Meeting: John Sherwood—Fossil footprints 

6-9 Fauna survey: Gum Flat, Anglesea 
11 Plant Group: Meeting sharing photos and observations 
15-16 Biennial Flooded Plover Count 
16 Excursion: Brisbane Ranges/Stieglitz 

19 Cadets: Meeting 

20 Bird Group: Geoff Gates—Photographing birds 

27 Mid-week Bird Group Excursion 

29 Challenge Bird Count/Brisbane Ranges 

TBA Cadets Christmas breakup 


DECEMBER 2014 

2 General Meeting: Members Night and Christmas supper 
7 Challenge Bird Count/Bellarine Peninsula 
11-14 Fauna survey: Brisbane Ranges 


The closing date for the next magazine will be Monday evening 24 November 2014. 

Please submit notices for January activities for placement in the December Geelong Naturalist 

Early lodgement of articles (small & large—maximum 2 pages) would be a great help—late copy may not be accepted. 
Photographs—digital as .jpg and slides or prints for scanning—to the Editor, 

Chrissy Freestone chrissy.freestone@deakin.edu.au 


DISCLAIMER 

The responsibility for the accuracy of information and opinions expressed 
in this magazine rests with the author of the article. Please contact the 
Editor if you wish to reproduce any item (e.g. a photograph) from another 
source, so that copyright permission can be sought. 

The Geelong Naturalist may be quoted without permission provided that 
acknowledgement of the Club and the author is made. 


GFNC meetings are held at Geelong 
Botanic Gardens Friends Room, and 
start at 8.00 p.m. 

Entrance is at the intersection of Flolt Rd and 
Eastern Park Circuit in Eastern Park. 

[Melway 452 G4] 
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